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CHAPTER SCR 60

1 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats.
CODE OF JuDIC
SCR60 Preamble.
SCR60.01  Definitions.
SCR60.02 A judge shall uphold thetegrity and independence of the judiciary
SCR60.03 A judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of improprie
in all of the judges activities.
SCR60.04 A judge shall perform the duties of judiciaficé impartially and dik

gently.

IAL CONDUCT

SCR60.05 A judge shall se¢onduct the judgs’extra—judicial activities as to

minimizethe risk of conflict with judicial obligations.

SCR60.06 A judge or judicial candidate shall refrdiominappropriate political
ty activity.

SCR60.07  Applicability.

APPENDIX

Judicial Council Committee’s Note, 1979The following rules, called theode
of judicial conduct, govern the members of this&¥nsin judiciary These rules were
originally adopted by the supreme court on November 14, 19@ttieé January 1,
1968. They wereamended on June 28, 1974; December 23, 1977; March 16, 19
March 28, 1978; and November 20, 1979. The rules were originally numbered s

t0 60.19 for uniformity and convenience.
Note: SCR Chapter 60 was amended January 16, 1985; April 29, 1985; Nove!

'SCR 60.01 Definitions.
dardsl to 16 and rulestb 17. They have been clarified and numbered SCR 60.001

conduct of all judges and to povide guidance to assist judges in establishing and
maintaining high standards of judicial and personal conduct.

In this chapter:
“Appropriate authority” meanshe chief judge of an

1)

maffendingjudges district, the director of state courts, the judicial

17,1994. SCR Chapter 60 was repealed and recreated July 1,at886ded commissionand the dfce of lawyer regulation.

12-20-96¢ff. January 1, 1997 and modified July 7, 1997; amended April 6, 2001;

Novemberl4, 2001; April 1, 2002; January 1, 2005; Jandarg007; July 7, 2010;
July 1, 2010; July 1, 2014.

Note: SCR 60 Preamble. Our legal system is based on the principle
that an independent, fair and competenfudiciary will interpr et and apply the
laws that govern us. The ple of the judiciary is centralto American concepts
of justice and the rule of law Intrinsic to all pr ovisions of this Code ae the pre-
ceptsthat judges, individually and collectively mustrespect and honor the judi
cial office as a public trust and strive to enhance and maintain confidence in our
legal system. The judge is an arbiter of facts and lafor the resolution of dis
putes and a highly visible symbol of government under the rule of law

Note: The rules of the Code ofludi-
cial Conduct are authoritative. The Commentary hasthree varying functions:
1) to elaborate a standard in the rules; 2) to set fortipolicy bases for the rules;
or 3) by explanationand example, to povide guidance with espect to the pur
poseand meaning of the rules. Th&€ommentary is not intended as a statement
of additional rules.

Note: When the text of a rule uses
“shall,” “shall not” or “may not,” it is intended to impose binding obligations the
violation of which can result in disciplinary action. For a judges conduct to
constitute a violation of a rule, the judge must have known oreasonablyshould
haveknown the facts giving rise to the violation.

Note: The use of “should” or
“should not” in the rules is intended to encourage or discourage specific conduct
and as a statement of what is or is not apppriate conduct but not as a binding
rule under which a judge may be disciplined. When “may” is used, it denotes
permissiblediscretion or, depending on the context, itefers to action that is not
coveredby specific proscriptions.

Note: The provisions ofthe Code of
Judicial Conduct are rulesof reason. They should be applied consistent with
constitutional requirements, statutes, other court rules and decisional law and
in the context of all relevant cicumstances. The Code is to be construed so as
not to impinge on the essential independence of judges in making judicial deci
sions.

Note: The Code is designed to -
vide guidance to judges and candidates for judicial office and to pride a struc
ture for regulating conduct through disciplinary agencies. It is not designed or
intended as a basis for civil liability or criminal prosecution. Furthermore, the
purposeof the Code would be subverted if the Code werinvoked by lawyersor
litigants for mere tactical advantage in a poceeding.

Note: The provisions of the Code
are intended to govern conduct of judges antb be binding upon them. Itis not
intended, however that every transgression will result in disciplinary action.
Whether disciplinary action is appropriate, and the degee of discipline to be
imposed,should be determined though a reasonableand reasoned application
of the text and should depend on such factors as the seriousness of the traasgr
sion, whether there is apattern of improper activity and the effect of the
improper activity on others or on the judicial system. See ABA Standards
Relating to Judicial Discipline and Disability Retirement.

Note: Becauseit is not possible to
addressevery conceivable conduct of a judge that might ede public confidence
in the integrity, independence and impartiality of the judiciary some of the bind
ing rules of the Code ae cast in general terms setting forth the principles their
specific provisionsare intended to foster See, for example, SCR 60.02, 60.03
(1) and 60.05 (1) and accompanying Comments. Those rulepide a touch
stoneagainst which judicial conduct, actual or contemplated, is to be meased.
Care must be taken that the Codes necessarily general rules do not constitute
a trap for the unwary judge or a weapon to be wielded unscrupulously against
ajudge.

Note: The Code of Judicial Conduct
is not intended as an exhaustive guide for the conduct of judges. They should also.
be governed in their judicial and personal conduct by general ethical standards.
The Code is intended, howeveto state basic standards which should govern the

(2) “Candidate” means a person seeking selection for or-reten
tion of a judicial ofice by means of election or appointment who
makesa public announcement of candidadgclares or files as a
candidatewith the election or appointment authority authe
rizessolicitation or acceptance of contributions or support.

(3) “Court personnel” means statourt oficials and others
subjectto the judges direction and control, includinmdicial
assistantsteporters, law clerks, and baféif “Court personnel”
doesnot include the lawyers in a judicial proceeding.

(4) “Deminimis’ means an insignificant interest that does not
raise reasonable questiontas judges impartiality or use of the
prestigeof the ofice.

(5) “Economic interest” means ownership of a more ft&an
minimis legal or equitable interest, orralationship as diter,
director,advisor or other active participant in théaas of a party
exceptthat none of the following is an economic interest:

(@) Ownership of aninterest in a mutual or common invest
mentfund that holdsecurities, unless the judge participates in the
managemenbf the fund or unless aroceeding pending or
impendingbefore the judge could substantialljeat the value of
theinterest.

(b) Service by a judge as arfioér, director advisor or other
active participant in an educational, religious, charitable, fraternal
or civic omganization, or service by a judgespouse or child as an
officer, director advisor or otheactive participant in any ga-
nization.

(c) A depositin a financial institution, the proprietary interest
of a policyholder in a mutual insurance compasfya depositor
in amutual savings association or of a member in a credit union,
or a similar proprietary interest, unless a proceeding pending or
impendingbefore the judge could substantialljeat the value of
theinterest.

(d) Ownership of government securities, unlepsaceeding
pendingor impending before the judge could substantiafigcaf
the value of the securities.

(6) “Fiduciary” means a personal representative, trustee,
attorney-in—factconservator or guardian.

(7) “Gift” means the payment or receipt of anything of value
without valuable consideration.

(7m) “Impartiality” means the absence of b@sprejudice in
favor of, or against, particular parties, or classgsafies, as well
asmaintaining an open mind in considering issues that may come
beforethe judge.

(8) “Judge” means a justice of the supreme court, a judge of
the court of appeals, a judge of the circuit court, a reseidge,
amunicipal judge, a court commissionandanyone, whether or
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SCR 60.01 CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 2

nota lawyerwho is an dfcer of the judicial system and wiper  practicableto list all prohibited acts, the proscription is necessarily cast in general
forms iudicial functions termsthat extend to conduct by judges that is harmful although not specifically men
J ' tionedin the chapter Actual improprieties under this standandlude violations of

(8m) “Judge-elect” means person who has been elected daw, court rules oother specific provisions of this chaptéte test for appearance

i midici i 3 of impropriety is whether the conduct would create in reasonable minds a perception
appointed to judicial dite but has not yet takenfie. thatthe judges ability to carry out judicial responsibilities with integritypartiality

(9) “Knowingly” or “knowledge” meansctual knowledge of andcompetence is impaired.

the fact in question, which mape inferred from the circum Restrictionson the personal conduct of judges cannot, howdeeso onerouas
! to deprive them of fundamental freedoms enjoyed by other citizens. Care must be

stances. takento achieve a balance between the need to maintain the integrity and dignity of
(10) “Law” means court rules, statutes, constitutional prov[hejudiciary and the right of judges to conduct their personal lives in accordance with
) ) h

. p . : - thedictates of their individual consciences.
sionsand legal conclusions in published court decisions. In striking this balance the following factors should be considered:

(11) “Member of the judgs’ family” means thgudges (a) the degree to which the personal conduct is public or private;
spousephild, grandchild, parent, grandparent and any other rela(b) the degree to which the personal conduct is a protected individual right;
tive or person with whom the judge maintairdase familial rela (c) the potential for the personal conduct to directly harmfendfothers;
ti hi (d) thedegree to which the personal conduct is indicative of bias or prejudice on

lonship. . ) o ) . the part of the judge;

(12) “Member of the judge’ family residing in the judgge’  (e) the degree tavhich the personal conduct is indicative of the jusigatk of
household’means a relative of the judge by blood or marrage "espector the public or the judicial/legal system.

. . ) . See also Comment to sub. (3).
@ﬁgrrséc;?dgg?ﬁe% g?u?;'ﬁgggeﬁ%ﬁber of the judgs family (2) Ajudge may not allow familysocial, political or other rela

13) “N blic inf tion” inf tion that. b tionshipsto influence the judge’judicial conduct or judgment.
. (13) *Nonpublic information” means information that, by law » j;;qge may not lend the prestige of judicidiaf to advance the
is not available to the public, including information that is seal

by statut rt ordei ded icated i ivateinterests of the judge or of others or convey or permit oth
y Statute or court oraampounded or communicated In Camerdy st conyvey the impression that they are in a special position to
offeredin grand jury proceedings @pntained in presentencingnfencethe judge. A judge may not testify voluntarily achar
reports,dependency case reports or psychiatric reports. acterwitness
(14) “Part-time municipal judge” or “part-time court Com  comment: Maintaining the prestigef judicial ofice is essential to a system of
missioner” means a judge or court commissioner vgesves governmenin whichthe judiciary functions independently of the executive and leg

—_ti i i inrindsliative branches. Respect for the judicidiic facilitates the orderly conduct of
repeatedlyon a part-timéasis by election or under a ContanInQegitimate judicial functions. Judges should distinguish between proper and

appointment. improperuseof the prestige of @ite in all of their activities. For example, it would

« A i H ; jmproper for a judge to allude to his or her judgeship to gain a personal advantage
(15) Requ're means the exercise of reasonable direction amhas deferential treatment when stopped by a polfogeofor a trafic offense.

controlover the conduct of those persons subject to the directi@isilarly, judicial letterhead must not be used for conducting a jsdgersonal busi
andcontrol. ness.
wThhi . . : A judge must avoid lending the prestige of judicidiceffor the advancement of
(16) “Third degree of kinship” means a person who is relat%jeprivate interests of others. For example, a judge must not use thes judiigal

asa great—grandparent, grandparent, parent, uncle, aunt, brothgitionto gain advantage in a civil suit involving a member of the juifgenily.
sister,child, grandchild, great-grandchild, nephew or niece. Asto the acceptance of awardse SCR 60.05 (4) (e) 1.

History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i&M2d xvii (1997); Sup. Ct. Order No. Althougha judge should be sensitive to possible abuse of the prestidief af

_ ; _ judgemay based on thjadge’s personal knowledge, serve as a reference or provide
01-12 2001 W1 120, 247 . 2d xiii; Sup. Ct. Order N@0-07 2004W1 134, 274 aletter of recommendation. Such a letter should not be written if the person who is

Wis. 2d xvii. the subject of the letter is or is likely to be a litigant engaged in a contested proceeding
beforethe court. Howevern judge must not initiate the communication of informa
SCR 60.02 A judge shall uphold the integrity and inde -  tiontoa sentencing judge or a probation or correctidiceobut mayprovide to such

T . personsnformation for the record in response to a formal request.

.per.]d.enc.e .Of .the judiciary N A.n mdependent ‘"fmd honorable Judgesmay participate in the process of judicial selection by cooperating with
judiciary is indispensable to justice in our sociefyjudge should appointing authorities and screening committees seeking names for consideration
participatein establishing, maintaining and enforcing higgan ~ andby responding to itial inquiries concerning a person beiognsidered for a

judgeship.
dardsof conduct and shall personally observe those Standardé gEjudge must not testify voluntarilgs a character witness because to do so may

that the integrity and independence of the judiciary will be preendthe prestige of the judicialfife in support of the partipr whom the judge testi
served. This chapter applies to every aspefcjudicial behavior fies. Moreover when a judge testifies as a witness, a lawyer who regularly appears

Y i f rethe judge may be placed in taekward position of cross—examining the
exceptpurely legal decisions. Legal decisions made in the cou e. A judge mayhowevertestifywhen properly summoned. Except in unusual

of judicial duty on the record are subject solely to judicial reviewircumstancesvhere the demands of justice requaiudge should discourage a
Comment: Deference to the judgments and rulings of catefsends upon public party from requiring the judge to testify as a character witness.

confidencen the integrity and independence of the judges. The integrity and inde (3) Ajudge may not hold membership in angzmization that
pendencef judges depend in turn upon their acting without fear or faftthough - AR . . . .
Judgesshould be independent, they must comply with the ilagluding the provi praCtICESIerIdIOUS discrimination on the basis of race, gender

sions of this chapterPublic confidence in the impartiality of thediciary is main  religion or national origin.

tainedby the adherence of each judge to this responsibllignverselyviolation of Comment: Membership of a judge in angamization that practices invidious dis
this chapter diminishes public confidence in the judiciary and thereby does injuryd@mination gives rise to perceptions that the judgéhpartiality is impaired.
the system of government under law Whetheran oganization practices invidious discrimination is often a complex-ques

_ Therole of the judiciatonduct oganization like the lconsin Judicial Comm¥s tion to which judges should be sensitive. The answer cannot be determined from a
sionis not that of an appellate court.iSNAdmin. Code Sec. JC 3.06 (May 1979) mereexamination of an ganizations current membership rolls but rather depends
statesas follows: Commission not to act as appellate courtThe commission may -~ on how the oganization selects members and other relefamtors, such as that the
not function as an appellate court to review the decisions of a court or judgeer to - organizatioris dedicated to the preservation of religious, ethnic or cultural values of
cise superintending or administrative control over determinations of courts Rfgitimatecommon interest to its memberstoat it is in fact and &ct an intimate,
judges.” It is important to remember this concept as one interprets this clpaptier  purely private oganization whose membersHimitations could not be constitutien
ularly in light of the practice of some groups or individuals to encourage dissatisfiggly prohibited.

litigantsto file simultaneous appeals and judicial conduct complaints. Whetheran oganization, club or grouis “private” depends on a review of the-fol
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8/2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W.  |owing factors: 1) size; 2) purpose; @licies; 4) selectivity in membership; 5) eon
2d xvii (1998). geniality;and 6) whether others are excluded from critical aspects of the relationship.
An organization that is not “private” is generally said to discriminate invidiously if
SCR 60.03 A judge shall avoid impropriety and the it arbitrarily excludes from membership on the basis of race, religgaror national

. N . : , L origin persons who would otherwise be admitted to memberSe@New York Sate
appearance of impropriety in all of the judge’ s activities. Club Ass'n. Inc. v. City of New York, 108 S. Ct. 2225101 L. Ed. 2d 11988);Board

(1) A judge shall respect and comply with the law and stwll of Directors of Rotary International v. Rotary Club of Duarte, 481 U.S. 53(1987),

H ; ; + : L. Ed. 2d 474Roberts v. United Sates Jaycees, 468 U.S. 6091984). Organiza-
atall times in a manner that promOteS pUb“C confidence in tﬂ sdedicated to the preservation of religious, fraternal, sororal, spiritual, charitable,

integrity and impartiality of the judiciary civic or cultural values which do not stigmatize any excluded persons as inferior and
Comment: Public confidence in the judiciary is eroded by irresponsible dihereforeunworthy of membership are not considered to discriminate invidiously
improperconduct of judgesA judge must avoid all impropriety and appearance of Publicmanifestation by a judge of the judg&howing approval of invidious dis
impropriety. A judge must expect to be the subject of constant public scrudiny criminationon any basis gives the appearance of impropriety and diminishes public
judgemust therefore accept restrictions on the jusigehduct that might be viewed confidencein the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary
asburdensome by the ordinary citizen and should do so freely and willingly Whena judge has reason to believe that gawization to whiclthe judge belongs
The prohibition against behaving with impropriaiy the appearance of impropri  engagesn invidious discrimination that would preclude membership under sub. (3)
ety applies to both the professional and personal conduct of a judge. Because it isnohder SCR 60.03, the judgeay; in lieu of resigning, make immediatdats to
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3 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT SCR 60.04

havethe oganization discontinue its invidiously discriminatory practices but must @, The judge reasonably believes that no party will gain-a pro
suspendarticipation in any other activities of theganization. If the granization d lor tactical ad t It of th t
fails to discontinue its invidiously discriminatory practices as promptly as possibfé,e uralor tactical advantage as a result o € ex parte cemmu

the judge must resign from thegamization. nication.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8V2d xvii (1997). L.
LRB Note: A judge’s threats against the chief judge in an attexmptessure the b. When the ex parte communication mdﬁ‘aﬁhe substance

chiefjudgeto decide an administrative dispute on the basis of political consideratiapf the action or proceeding, the judge promptly notifies all of the
andfamily relationships, rather than the merits, were, fiscefattempts to indudae : ot
chief judge to violate sub. (2). MtonsinJudicial Commission.\Crawford,2001 other parties othe substance of the ex parte communication and

WI 96, 245 Wis. 2d 373629 N.w2d 1 allows each party an opportunity to respond.

2. Ajudge may obtain the advice of a disinterested expert on
the law applicable to a proceeding before the judge if the judge
gives notice to the parties of the person consulted andtbe
stanceof the advice and fafrds the parties reasonable opportunity
to respond.

. - 3. Ajudge may consult with other judges or with court per
(1) In the performance of the duties under #igistion, the fel - sonnelwhose function is taid the judge in carrying out the
lowing apply to adjudicative respon3|blllt|es. . _ judge’sadjudicative responsibilities.
(@) Ajudge shall hear and decide matters assigned to the judge,s A judge maywith the consent of the parties, confer sepa

except those in which recusal is required under sub. (4) or Gisqyglelywith the parties and their lawyers in afoefto settle mat
ification is required under section57.19 of the statutes and terspending before the judge.

exceptwh_en judge SUbSt'tL_'t'on Is requested and g.rant_ed. 5. A judge may initiatepermit, engage in or consider ex parte
~(b) Ajudge shall be faithful to the law and maintain prefes.ommunicationsvhen expressly authorized by law
sionalcompetence in it. A judge may not be swayed by partisan 6. A judge may initiatepermit, engage in or consider ex parte

mterestspubllc clamor or fear of criticism. . __communicationsknowingly waivedby a participant when the
(c) A judge shall require order and decorum in proceedinggjgeis assigned to a therapeutieatment or problem-solving

beforethe judge. docketin which the judge must assumemsre interactive role
(d) A judge shall be patient, dignified and courteous te litwith participants, treatment providers, probatioficefs, social

gants jurors, witnesses, lawyers and others with whom the judg@rkers,prosecutors, defense counsel, and others.

dealsin an oficial capacity and shall require similar conduct of Comment: The proscription against communications concerningogeeding

o i i » includescommunications from lawyers, law teachers, and other persons who are not
laWyerS’Staf’ court oficials and others SUbJeCt to the Judsge rticipantsn the proceeding, except to the limited extent permitted.

directionand control. During trials and hearings, a judge shall aD&ro the extent reasonably possible, all parties or their lawyers shall be included in

sothat thegjudges attitude, manner or tone toward counsel or witommunicationsvith a judge.
nessesloes not prevent the proper presentation of the cause or tiyghenevepresencef a party or notice to a party is required by SCR 60.04 (1) (g),

: ; f ; it is the party8 lawyer or if the party is unrepresented, the pastyo is to be present
ascertainmenof the truth. A judgenay properly intervene if the |75 whom notice is to be given.

judgeconsiders it necessary to clarify a point or expedite the proan appropriate and often desirable procedure for a court to obtain the advice of a

SCR 60.04 A judge shall perform the duties of judicial
office impartially and diligently . The judicialduties of a
judgetake precedence over all the judgetheractivities. The
judge’sjudicial duties include all the duties of the judgefice
prescribedoy law

Ceedings. disinteresteaxpert on legal issues is to invite the expefiléa briefamicuscuriae.
Comment: The duty to hear all proceedings fairly and with patiégsc®t incoa Certainex parte communication is approved by SCR 60.04 (1) (g) to facilitate

sistentwith the duty to dispose promptly of the business of the court. Judges carfp@edulingand other administrative purposes and to accommodatgemaés. In

efficientand businesslike while being patient and deliberate. general however a judgemust discourage ex parte communication and allow it only

In respect to sub. (c), by order of June 4, 1996, the Supreme Court adopted %'%,%{I the criteria stated in SCR 60.04 (1) (g) are clearly met. A judge must disclose

dardsof Courtesy and Decorum for the Courts ofs¥énsin, chapter 62 of the Il parties all ex parte communications described in SCR 60.04 (1) (g) 1. and 2.
regardinga proceeding pending or impending before the judge.

SupremeCo_urt Rules. L . . . . A judge must not independently investigate facts in a case and must consider only
(e) A judge shall perform judicial duties withdbias or preju  theevidence presented.

dice. A judge may not, in the performance of judicial duties, by A judge may request a partysabmit proposed findings of fact and conclusions

words or conduct, manifest bias or prejudice, including bias (?f—law, so long as the other parties are apprised of the request and are given-an oppor

o = - L unity to respond to the proposed findings and conclusions.
prejudicebased upon race, gendegligion, national origindis- A judge should not accept trial briefs that are not exchanijechdversary parties

ability, age,sexual orientation or socioeconomic status, and maylessall parties agree otherwise in advance of submission of the briefs.

not knowingly permit stdf court oficials and others subject to the A judge must makehreasonabléoais, including theprlovisdiOE of aﬁrl)mprilati

judge’sdirection and control to do so. E?ﬁ;?)’ésr'ggrfﬁe?gi“{ﬁetjjé;ggfo-o“ (1) () is not violated through law clerks or
Comment:A judge must refrain from speech, gestures or other conduct that coulds communication betweethetrial judge and the appellate court with respect to

reasonablybe perceived as sexual harassment and must require the same standad@fceeding is permitted, a copyasfy written communication or the substance of

conductof others subject to the judgedirection and control. anyoral communication should be provided to all parties.

_A judge must perform judicial duties impartially and fairlyjudge who manifests  The prohibition of a lawyés ex parte communication with a judge and others is
biason any basis in a proceeding impairs the fairness of the proceeding and briggSorth in SCR 20:3.5.

thejudiciary into disrepute. Facial expressamd body language, in addition to oral . . L
communicationgan give to parties or lawyers in the proceedings, jurors, the media (h) A judge shall dispose of all judiciedatters promptly and
andothers an appearance of judicial bias. A judge must be alert to avoid beha@éficiently.
thatmay be perceived as prejudicial. Comment: In disposing of mattergromptly and dfciently, a judge must demen
(f) A judge shall require lawyers in proceedings before tisgatedue regard for the rights of the parties to be heard and to have issues resolved

; f B : H ithout unnecessary cost or delagontaining costs while preserving fundamental
JUdgeto refrain from manlfeStlng’ by words or conduct, bias cn‘ghts of parties also protects the interests of witnesses and the general public. A

prej_Udicebased upon race, gendﬂlfligiqn, naﬂona' origindis- judgeshould monitor and supervise cases so as to reduce or eliminate dilatery prac
ability, age, sexual orientation or socioeconomic status agaihgts,avoidable delays and unnecessary coatjudge should encourage and seek
cilitate settlement, but parties should not feel coerced into surrenderiighthe

parties,witnesses, counsel or others. This subsection does E‘#ive their controversy resolved by the courts.

preclude legitimate advocacy when race, gendegligion, Promptdisposition of the coug’business requires a judge to devote adequate time
national origin, disability age, sexual orientation or socioecoto judicial duties, tde punctual in attending court and expeditious in determining

nomic status or other similar factors are issues in the proceedi@@%‘if;{;ﬁ’,ﬁ[}Stﬁgng”tbatﬂgttzr']’asm that caifitials, litigants and their lawyers

(9) Ajudge may not initiate, permit, engage in or consider eX (hm) A judge shall uphold and apply the law and shall perform
partecommunications concerning a pendoargmpending action g duties of judicial dice fairly and impartially A judge shall
or proceeding except that: alsoafford to every person who has a legal interest in a preceed
1. Ajudge may initiatepermit, engage in or consider ex parténg, or to that persos’lawyer the right to béneard according to
communicationgor scheduling, administrative purposes or emethelaw. A judge may make reasonabléogs, consistent with the
gencieghat do not deal with substantive matters or issues on thes and court rules, to facilitate the ability of all litigants, inelud
meritsif all of the following conditions are met: ing self-represented litigants, to be fairly heard.
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Comment (2014): A judge may exercise discretion consistent with the law and (@) A judge who receives information indicating a substantial

courtrules to help ensure that all litigants are fairly heard. A jdgsponsibility .1, 4 : . . . .
to promote access to justice, combined with the growth in litigation involving sel#'—ke“hOOd that anothejudge has committed a violation of this

representeditigants, may warrant more frequent exercise of such discretion usiGlaptershould take appropriate action. A judge having personal
techniquesthat enhance the processrefiching a fair determination in the case.knowledgethat anothejudge has committed a violation of this

Althoughthe appropriate scope sfich discretion and how it is exercised will vary : . : PP
with the circumstances of each case, a judegeércise of such discretion will rgen chaptenhat raises a substantial question as to the other ;uhige

erally raise a reasonable question about the jsdgepartiality Reasonable steps nessfor office shall inform the appropriate authority

thata judge may take in the exercise of such discretion include, but are not limited ; ; ; SR TR :
to, the following: (b) A judge who receives information indicating a substantial

1. Construe pleadings to facilitate consideration of the issues raised. likelihood that a lawyer hasommitted a violation of the rules of

2. Provide information or explanation about the proceedings. professionatonduct for attorneys should take appropriate action.
3. Explain legal concepts in everyday language. A judge having personal knowledtiet a lawyer has committed

‘5‘- ”\“Aizl?;‘:x'tfa‘ﬁgggf;%g'rﬂ} ?;k?,']ar'éyvi'gfnrc”;a“"”' aviolation of the rules of professional conduct for attorneys that
6. Permit narrative testimony g : raisesa substantial question as to the lavgéonestytrustwor

7. Allow litigants to adopt their pleadings as their sworn testimony thinessor fitness as a lawyer in other respects shall inform the
8. Refer litigants to any resources available to assist in the preparation of the @ppropriateauthority This paragraph does not require a judge to

or enforcement and compliance with any order reportconduct disclosed through a judggarticipatiorin a group

f?ﬁ Inform litigants what will bdvappening next in the case and what is expectefb assist ill or disabled judges or Iawyers when such information
of them.

Note: Sup. Ct. Order Ndl3-14statesthat “‘the Comment to SCR 60.04 (1) (hm) IS acquired in the course of assisting an ill or disabled judge er law
is not adopted, but will bpublished and may be consulted for guidance in interprey/er.

ing and :pplﬂng the rule. © whi dingi dint 4 (c) Acts of a judge, ithe dischage of disciplinary responsibil
_ () Ajudge Tay nko » while abllr;rocee Ing Itstﬁetn Ingrgren ities, required or permitted under p@) or (b) are part of a judge’
It?g in an¥ ‘éoturéénﬁhe anty public C.Ommetf;] fa_ may r??sonaihicial duties and shall be absolutely privileged and no civil
eeagpec '?'h 0 dc eho|L|J COmME or impair thé alrnlesst? e pl’h ctionpredicated on those acts maginstituted against the judge.
.Cee ":]g', e, Judge sha rEqU|.re,Court perspnne subject to t Ccomment: Appropriate action may includdirect communication with the judge
judge’sdirection and contrdio similarly abstain from comment. or lawyer who has committed the violation, other direct action if available, and
This subsection does not prohibit a judge from making publieportingthe violation to an appropriate authority or other agency or.body
statementdn the course of his or herfigial duties or from (4) Except as provided in sub. (6) for waivarjudge shall
explaining for public information the procedured the court. recusehimself orherself in a proceeding when the facts and cir
This paragraph does not apply to proceedings in which the judgémstanceshe judge knows or reasonably should krestablish
is a litigant in a personal capacity oneof the following or when reasonable, well-informed persons
Comment: The requirement that judges abstain from public comment regardikfnowledgeable@bout judicial ethics standards and the justice sys
apending or impending proceeding continues during any appellate process and y8th and aware of the facts and circumstanceguitige knows or
final disposition. This paragraph does not prohibit a judge from commenting-on p d : )
ceedingsn which thejudge is a litigant in a personal capacltyt in cases such as Fg"’_‘$onabl)5h0U|d know would reasonably question the jusige
awrit of mandarmus where the judge is a litigant in arficial capacity the judge must  ability to be impartial:
notcomment publicly Comment: Under this rule, a judge must recuse himself or herself whenever the
(k) A judgemay not commend or criticize jurors for theirver factsand circumstances the judge knows or reasonably should know raise reasonable

f ; P ; B stion of the judgs’ability to act impartiallyregardless of whether any of the-spe
dict other than in a court order or opmnion in a proceedlng but m% rules in SCR 60.0#4) applies. For example, if a judge were in the process of

expressappreciation to jurors for their service to the judicial Sysegotiating foremploymenwith a law firm, the judge would be required to recuse
temand the community himselfor herself from any matters in which that law firm appeared, unless the recu
Comment: Commending or criticizing jurors for their verdict may impljdicial salwas waived by the parties after disclosure by the judge.

expectatiorin future cases and maypair a jurors ability to be fair and impartial Section757.19 of the statutes sets forth the circumstances under which a judge is
in a subsequent case. requiredby law todisqualify himself or herself from any civil or criminal action or

. . proceeding and establishes the procedures for disqualification and.waiver
(m) Ajudge may not disclose or use, for any purposelated " A judge should disclose on the record information that the judge believes-the par
to judicial duties, nonpublic information acquired in a judicialiesor their lawyers might consideelevant to the question of recusal, even if the
capacity. judgebelieves there is no real basis for recusal.
. . . By decisional lawthe ruleof necessity may override the rule of recusal. For exam
(o) A judge shall cooperate with other judges as memtferspie, a judge might be required to participate in judicial review of a judicial salary stat

acommon judicial system to promote the satisfactory administige or might be the only judge available in a matter requiring immediate judicial
tion of justice action,such as a hearing on probable cause or temporary restraininglorither lat

ter case, thgudge must disclose on the record the basis for possible recusal and use
(2) Inthe performance of the duties under g@stion, the fol reasonablefforts to transfer the matter to another judge as soon as practicable.
lowing apply to administrative responsibilities: (@) The judge has a personal biaspogjudice concerning a
(@) A judge shaltiiligently dischage the judges administra Partyor a partys lawyer or personal knowledge of disputed evi
tive responsibilities without bias or prejudice and maintain pré’iecm'ary faActs COﬂC?rleﬁ?othe prlocebedlng. d under on th
; inindic N i omment: As a general mattefor recusal to be required under this provision, the
fessmn_ak:ompe_tence In JUdICIaI a.dmml.Stratlon’ an.d.ShOL!Id eooBersonabiasor prejudice for or against a party or the personal knowledge of disputed
eratewith other judges and courffigials in the administrationf  factsmust come from an extrajudicial source. A biaprejudice requiring recusal

courtbusiness. mostl?fteln aris%s frtotrhn a lllariordpers%na![ re;lati?ﬁs;i'pdbuémay arislebfrom strong per
. . - . sonalfeelings about the alleged conduct of a palftg judges personal bias or preju
(b) Ajudge shall require sfatourt oficials and others subject gice concerning a party'lawyer is of such a degree as to be likely to transfer to the

to the judges directionand control to observe the standards afarty,the judges recusal is required under this provision.
fidelity and diligence that apply to the judge and to refrain from (b) The judge of an appellate court previously handled the
manifestingbias or prejudice in the performance of thefiogdl  actionor proceeding as judge of another court.

duties. (c) The judge served as a lawyer in the matter in controversy
(c) Ajudge may not make unnecessary appointmekjgdge or a lawyer with whom the judge previously practiced law served

shall exercise thepower of appointment impartially and on theduring such association as a lawyeEmcerning the matteor the

basisof merit. A judge shall avoid nepotism and favoritism. Audgehas been a material witness concerning the matter

judge may not approve compensation of appointees beyond th@ommem:A lawyer in a governmergtigency does not ordinarily have an associa
fair value of services rendered tion with other lawyers employed by that agency within the meaning of SCR 60.04
: (4) (d); a judge formerly employday a government agendyowever should recuse

Comment: Appointees of a judge include assigned counsfi¢ials such as ref  himself or herself in a proceeding if the judge’partiality reasonably may be ques
ereescommissioners, specialasters, receivers and guardians, and personnel Suﬁ%'nedbecause of such association.

asclerks, judicialassistants and bafsf Consent by the parties to an appointment . T .
or an award of compensation does not relieve the judge of the obligation prescribed(d) The Jl'_jdge knows that he_or she_, individually or asa fidu
by SCR 60.04 (2) (c). ciary, or the judges spouse or minor child wherever residing, or

(3) In the performance of the duties under this section the falny other member of the judgefamily residing in the judge’
lowing apply to disciplinary responsibilities: householdhas an economic interest in the subject matter in con
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troversyor in a party to the proceeding or has any other more than automatically impairs the judgshtegrity. It would have the &fct of discourag

PRrhary ; ing "the broadest possible participation in financing campaigns by all citizens of the
deminimis interest that could be substantiallfeated by the pro state” through voluntary contributions, seeisWV/Stat. § 1.001, because it would

ceedlng. deprivecitizens who lawfully contributeo judicial campaigns, whether individually
Comment: A financialinterest requiring recusal does not occur solely because tRgthrough an aganization, of access to the judges they help elect.

judgeis a member of a political or taxing body thad jsarty or is a ratepayer to a party ~ Involuntaryrecusal of judges hageater policy implications in the supreme court

Thetest then remains whether the judgeterest as a taxpayer or ratepayer could bthanin the circuit court and court of appeals. Litigants have a broad right to substitu

substantiallyaffected by the outcome. tion of a judge in circuit court. Whemjudge withdraws following the filing of a sub

; ; it splitutionrequest, a neyudge will be assigned. When a judge on the court of appeals
(e) The judge or the judgeSpouse, or a person within the thlr(tvithdrawsfrom a case, a nejudge also is assigned. When a justice of the supreme

degreeof kinship to either of them, or the spouse of such a pers@artwithdraws from a case, howeyéhe justice is not replaced. Thus, the recusal
meetsone of the foIIowing criteria: of a supreme court justice alters the number of justices reviewing a case as well as
. . . the composition of the court. Thesecusals déct the interests of non-litigants as
1. Is a party to the proceedingam oficer, director or trustee well as non-contributors, inasmuch as supreme atraisions almost invariably
of a party haverepercussions beyond the parties.

2. Is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding. (8) EFFeECTOF INDEPENDENTCOMMUNICATIONS. A judge shall

3. Is known by the judge to have a more thaminimis inter not be required to recuse himself or herseli iproceeding where
estthat could be substantiallyfaéted by the proceeding such recusal would be based solely on the spons@saipinde
) i o pendentexpenditure or issue advocacy communication (collec
4. Isto the judge knowledge likely to be a materialtness tjvely, an "independentommunication”) by an individual or
in the proceeding. entity involved in the proceeding or a donation to agaaization
() The judge, while a judge or a candidate for judiciitef thatsponsorsan independent communication by an individual or
has made a public statement that commitspmears to commit, entity involved in the proceeding.

thejudge with respect to any of the following: Comment, July 2010: Independent expenditures a@ssue advocacy communica
f ; f tions are diferent from campaign contributions to a judgeampaign committee.

1. Anissue in the proceeding. Contributionsare regulated by statute. They are often solicited by a gidgeipaign

2. The controversy in the proceeding. committee, and they must be accepted by the jadgehpaign committee. Contribu

tionsthat are accepted may be returned. By contrast, neither a judge jucigisie

campaigncommittee has any control of an independent expenditussue advo

cacy communication because these expenditures or communications must be com
elyindependent of the judgetampaign, as required by law retain their First

ndmentprotection.

A judge is not required to recub@mself or herself from a proceeding solely

causean individual or entity involved in the proceeding has sponsored or donated

an independent communication. Any other result would permit the spufresor

Comment: The fact that a lawyer in a proceeding fliafed with a law firm with
which a relative of the judge isfiiited does not of itself require the judgescusal.
Underappropriate circumstances, the fact that the jedggpartiality may reasen
ably be questioned or that the relative is known by the judge to have an interest i
law firm that could be “substantiallyfatted by theutcome of the proceeding” may
requirethe judges recusal.

Recusals not required under this provision if the judge determines on the recq

thata subpoena purportinig make his or her relative a witness is false, sham or frivqndependentommunication to dictate a judgeton—participation in a case, by spon

lous. . R . soring an independent communication. Automatically disqualifying a judge because
(5) A judge shall keep informed of the judg®wnpersonal of an independent communication would disrupt the jusigiitial duties and also
andfiduciary economic interests and make a reasonafule & havea chilling efect on protected speech.

K inf d ofth | ic int ts of the iuglge! History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202iav2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W.
eepiniormead ofthe personal economic INterests ot (€ JUBIGE; i (1998); Sup. Ct. Order N@O-07 2004 WI 134, 274 \. 2d xvii; Sup. Ct.

spouseand minor children residing in the judgéiousehold, hav  orderNos. 08-16, 08-25, 09-10, and 09-2010 W 73, filed and &f7-7-10; Sup.
ing due regard for the confidentiality of the spoad®isiness.  Ct. Order No.11-09 2012 WiI 56, filed 5-22-12, £f7-1-12; Sup. Ct. Order No.

(6) A judge required to recuse himself or herselfier sub. (4) 137142014 W 49, filed and &f7-1-14.

: ; ; LRB note: Sub. (4) (e) 1., requires a judge to recuse himself or herself from-presid
mayd'SCk)se on the record the baSI$|’m‘Jung recusal and MaY jngiin a case in which thiedges spouse is a director of a party to the proceeding.

askthe parties and their lawyers to consjdeit of the presence Thefact that allegations of misconduct were made during an elefiemnot mean
of the judge, whether to waive recusal. If, following disclogiire thatthe allegations may be given shinfift. Although a judge may commit a “will

- . P ful” violation constituting judicial misconduct when flaelge has no actual knowl
any t_>a5|s for recusal O_ther than persona_l l(maprejuc_ilt_:e con edgethat his or her conduct is prohibited by the code of judicial conduct, thegudge’
cerninga party the parties and lawyers, without participatiyn  actualknowledge, or lack thereof, of the code is relevant to the issue of discipline.

himselfor herself and the judge is then willing to participate, thid @ 072066

judgemay participate in the proceeding. The agreement shall§eRr 60.05 A judge shall so conduct the judge’ s extra—
|n(C:orporateAdn the recodrd of th% pr?]ceed_lng. _ judicial activities as to minimize the risk of conflict with
omment: A waiver procedure provides the parties an opportunity to proceég i~i inati _ _
without delay if they wish to waive the recusalo dssure that consideration of the‘TadICIaI _obllgatlons. (1) EXTRA ‘]UDI.ClAL ACTIVI.TIES l.N GEN.
questionof waiver is made independently of the judge, a judge must not ssiek, ERAL. A judge shall conduct all of the judgextra—judicial activ
or hear comments on a possible waiver of the recusal unless the lawyers jointly pies so that they do none of the following:
posea waiver after consultation as provided in the rudeparty may act through . . .
counself counsel represents on the record that the party has been consulted-and (_:or{a) Cast reasonable doubt on the judgeipacityto act impar
sents. As a practical mattea judge may wish to have all parties and their Iawyergally as a Judge,

signthe waiver agreement. (b) Demean the judicial fi
. judicial fi€e.
(7) EFFECTOF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS. A judgeshall not be (c) Interfere with the proper performance of judicial duties.

requiredto recuse himself or herself in a proceeding ba Y Comment: Complete separation of a judge from extra—judicial activities is neither

on any endorsement or the judgeampaign committegteceipt possiblenor wise; a judge should not become isolated from the community in which
of a lawful campaign contribution, including a campaign-conhejudge lives. o _ _ _ o
tribution from an individual or entity involved in the proceeding. Expressionsf bias or prejudice by a judge, even outside the jedgeicial activi

Comment, July 2010: Wisconsin vigorouslylebated an elective judiciary during “Sgé‘g',“é% gg%ée(aﬁ?n%bl(egfoum on the jusigapacity to act impartially agudge.

theformation and adoption of thei¥¢onsin Constitution in 1848. An elective judici . .
ary was selected and has been part of thectvisin democratic tradition for more (2) AvOCATIONAL A(.ZTIV.ITIES- Ajudge may .Speak., erte, lec
than160 years. ture, teach and participate other extra—judicial activities cen

Campaigncontributions to judicial candidates are a fundamental component ; ini i ilisti
judicial elections. Since 1974 the size of contributions has been limited by state s@gmmgthe law the legal system, the administration of justice and

ute. The limit onindividual contributions to candidates for the supreme court wasonlegalsubjects, subject to the requirements of this chapter
reducedirom $10,000 to $1,000 2009 Wsconsin Act 8%fter the 2009 supreme  Comment: As a judicial oficer and person specially learned in the,lajjudge
courtelection. Thdegislation also reduced the limit on contributions to supremis in a unique position to contribute to the improvement of thetl@egal system,
courtcandidates from political action committees, from $8,625 to $1,000. andthe administration of justice, includingvision of substantive and procedural
The purpose of this rule is to make clear that the receipt of a lawful campaign clav and improvement of criminal and juvenile justice. tie extent that time permits,
tribution by a judicial candidate’campaigrcommittee does not, by itself, require thea judge is encouraged to do so, either independently or through a bar association, judi
candidateo recuse himself or herself as a judge from a proce@ulodying a con  cial conference or otherganization dedicated to the improvement ofigwe Judges
tributor. An endorsement of the judge by a lawyasher individual, or entity also may participate in dbrts to promote the fair administration of justice, the indepen
doesnot, by itself, require a judgefecusal from a proceeding involving the endorserenceof the judiciary and the integrity of the legal professéonl may express
Not every campaign contribution by a litigant or attorney creates a probability of bigspositionto the persecution of lawyers and judges in other countries becahsi of
thatrequires a judge’recusal. professionahctivities.

Campaigncontributions must be publicly reporte@isqualifying a judge from In this and other subsections of SCR 60.05, the phrase “stdjeetrequirements
participating in a proceeding solely because the jusgeampaign committee of this chapter” is used, notably in connection with a jusigevernmental, civior
receiveda lawful contribution would create the impression that receipt of a contribaharitableactivities. This phrase is included to remind judges that the ymerofs
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sivelanguage in various provisions of the chapter doesetieve a judge from the judge may solicit fundsrom other judges over whom the judge

Othig()aqLg\?:;ﬁ;;ﬁ;ihag\i:éhgt:gisl;Zi’;eCA'f'chlserlfst' @ A doesnot exercise supervisory or appellate authority;
’ ] Comment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), pc) 2. a. does not apply to a judge

judgemay not appear at a public hearing before, or otherwise c@gringon a part-time basis.
sult with, an executive or legislatiieody or oficial except on b. May make recommendations to public and private fund-

n}attet(sconcerning tthehla,whetlggal System or ttthe ?dmli”.iStr?ﬁongrantingorganizations orprojects and programs concerning the
of justice or except when actipmo se in a matter involving the A P
judgeor the judges interests. law, the legal system or the administration of justice;

Comment: See SCR 60.03 (2) regarding thbligation to avoid improper influ c. May not personally participate membership solicitation
ence. ded in SCR 60.07 (2). sub. (3) (a) d : L _if the solicitationreasonably may be perceived as coerciye or
par e SCR 60.07(2), sub. (3) (2) does not apply to a judge serving 0B geeptas permitted in subd. 2. a., if the membership solicitation

(b) A judge may not accept appointment to a governmentgiessentially a fund-raising mechanism; and
committeeor commission or other governmental position that is omment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), p4c) 2. c. does not apply to a judge
concerned with issues of fact or policy on matters other than fifa/ 90" & part-time basis. . . o
improvementf the law the legal system or the administratin ) d. May not use or permit the use of_the prestige of judicial
justice. A judge may represent a coupstate or locality on cere office for fund raising or membership solicitation.

monial occasions or in connection with historical, educational gpcomment:A judge may solicit membership or endorse or encourage membership
! Ffortsfor an oganization devoted to the improvement of the, ki legal system

CUltur&_u activities _an_d may serve on a gOVemmer‘tm or privagﬁthe administration of justice or a nonprofit educational, religious, charitable; frater
committee,commission or board concerned with historical,-edual or civic oganization as long as the solicitation cannot reasonably be perceived

. PR ; ; coercive and is not essentially a fund-raising mechanism. Solicitation offfunds
cationalor cultural activities. A judge may serve in any branch @ﬁorganization and solicitation of memberships similarly involve the danger that the

military reserves and be called to duty in the active military  personsolicited will feel obligated to respond favorably to the solidfttte solicitor
Comment: A judge is prohibited from accepting any governmental positiors in & position of influence or control. A judge must not engagfrect, individual
exceptone relating to the lavegal system oadministration of justice as authorized solicitationof funds or memberships in person, in writorgby telephone except in
by par (c). The appropriateness of accepting extra-judicial assignmentdenusthe following cases: 1) a judge may solicit for funds or memberships other judges
assesseih light of the demands on judicial resources created by crowded dockets amérwhom the judge does not exercise supervisory or appellate aytapatjudge
the need to protedhe courts from involvement in extra—judicial matters that maynay solicit other persons for membership in tiganizations described above if-nei
proveto be controversial. Judges should not accept governmental appointmentstitetithose persons nor persons with whom thieyafiliated are likely ever to appear
arelikely to interfere with the ééctiveness and independence of the judiciary ~ beforethe court on which the judgerves, and 3) a judge who is aficef of such
This provision does not govern a judgservice in a non-governmental position. 2norganization may send a general membership solicitation mailing over thesjudge’
See par (c) permitting service by a judge wittganizations devoted to the impreve Signature. . L
mentof the law the legal system or the administration of justice and with educational, SCR60.05 should not be read as proscribing participatiate iminimis fund—
religious, charitable, fraternal or civic ganizations not conducted fprofit. For  raisingactivitiesso long as a judge is careful to avoid using the prestige offtbe of
example service on the board of a public educational institution, unless it were a liwthe activity Thus, e.g., a judge may pass the collection basket during services at
school,would be prohibited, but service on the board of a public law schawmiyor church,may ask friends and neighbors to buy tickets to a pancake breakfast for a local

private educational institution would generally be permitted unde(g)ar neighborhoodenter and may cook the pancakes at the event but may not personally
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (3) (b) does not apply to a judge serving opskattorneys and others who are likely to appear before the judge to buy tickets to
part-timebasis. it. Similarly, SCR 60.05 should not be read to prohibit judges from soliciting-mem

. . . bershipdor religious purposes, but judges must nevertheless avoid using the prestige
(c) Ajudge may serve as arfiokr, director trustee or nonte  of the ofice for the purpose of such solicitation.

gal advisor of an @anization or governmental agency devdted Useof an oganization letterheafibr fund raising or membership solicitation does

theimprovement of the lawthelegal system or the administration”g}Vio'at$.SU‘?d-th2 PVOVideCt’.the 'eét?;head “Stsb?“'é’ the J'L‘”?W’“e anl.d tﬁ‘é?'gr
A ’ " g . erposition in the aganization and, if comparable designations are liste:
of justice or of a nonprofit educational, religious, charitable, fr%ersonsthejudga::judicial designation. In addition, a judge must make reasonable

ternal,sororal or civic gganization, subject to the following limi effortsto ensure that the judgestaf, court oficials and others subject to the judge’
tationsand the other requirements of this chapter: directionand control do not solicit funds on the judge&half for any purpose, chari

. I . o tableor otherwise.
Comment: This provision does not apply to a judgseervice in a governmental

P : ; : A judge may be a speaker or guest of hahan aganizations fund-raising event
f)s?féilgﬁﬁ?ffgt?écg \év;t[h(%e improvement of the, Ithe legal system or the admin providedthere is no advertising of the judge as speaker or guest of honor in order to

. s encouraggeople to attend andake contributions and provided that any contribu
See Comment to SCR0.05 (2) regarding use of the phrase “subject to the followios at the event are made prior to the judggpeech or presentation as guest of

ing limitations and the other requirements of this chaptéws an example of the honor, A judges attendancat such event is permissible if otherwise consistent with
meaningof the phrase, a judge permittied this provision to serve on the board OfEQSS chapter

a fraternal institution may be prohibited from such service by SCR 60.03 (1) or . .
or 60.05 (1) if the institution practices invidious discrimination or if service on the  (4) FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES. (@) 1. A judge may not engaige
bqaédotherwise casts reasonable doubt on the jsdgegacity to act impartially as financial or business dealings that could meet any of the following
ajudge. e .

Serviceby a judge on behalf of a civic oharitable aganization may be governed conditions: . . . o
by other provisions of SCR 60.05 in addition to sub. (3). For example, ajudgeispro @. Reasonably be perceived to exploit the juslgedicial
hibited by sub. (7) from serving as a legal advisor to a civic or charitaddaiaation. position

1. Ajudge may not serve as aficdr, director trustee or non

legaladvisor if it is likely that the gianization will do any of the b InvoIv_e the_Judgt_e in frequent transactions or contln_umg
following: businesgelationships with those lawyers or other persons likely

a. Engagen proceedings that would ordinarily come beford® come before the qourt on which the judge serves.
Comment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), suf#) (a) 1. b. does not apply to a

the judge. judgeserving on a part-time basis.
b. Engage frequently in adversary proceedings in the court of 2. A judge shall comply with sub. (4) (a) 1. as soon as reason
which the judge is a member iorany court subject to the appellateably possible and, in any event, wittone year of the applicability

jurisdiction of the court of which the judge is a member of this chapter to the judge. o _

Comment: The changing nature of soreganizations and of their relationship . Comment:When a judge acquires in a judicial capacity information, such as mate
to the law makes it necessary for a judge to regularly re-examine the activities of Jéiﬂtﬁomﬁ']”ed fm f|||n?s Wf'th the c?urt, ?g'gg?\f 3(;%" ggnzerally dkggvgl{ tge judge must
organization with which the judge isfiliited to determine if it iproperfor the judge use the information for private gaine . @ an 04 ( )‘(m). .
to continue the difiation. For example, in many jurisdictions charitable hospitals are A judge must avoid financial and business dealings that involve the judge in fre
now more frequently in court than in the past. Similatg boards asome legal aid quent transactions or continuing business relationships with persons likely to come
organizationsnow make policy decisions that may hawitical significance or ~eitherbefore the judge personally or before other judges on the fuciyet. In addi
imply commitment to causes that may come before the courts for adjudication. 't:?gnsy t%éﬁdﬁgﬁg?gfsg'ﬁggﬁfi%%g%bggﬂ tﬂt]r? é?ﬁg‘é’i’cﬁgmpfs?ggg'?%g r‘:ﬁ:‘

a A;sngi?r;]/giggsl?SSCR 60.07 (2), p4c) 1. b. does not apply to a judge serving oris necessary to avoid creating an appearance of exploitatiofiaef of favoritism
p ) T . andto minimizethe potential for recusal or disqualification.ith\tespect to difia-
2. A judge, in any capacity: tion of relatives of a judge with law firms appearing before the jusigeComment
: At ; f raicl ;. 10 SCR 60.04 (4) relating to recusal.

. a. May assist the gar],lzatlon n plannlng fund .ralsmg activi Participationby ajudge in financial and business dealings is subject to the general
tiesand may participate in the management and investment of ghibitionsin SCR 60.05 (1) againstctivities that tend to reflect adversely on

i7ation’ i H impartiality, demean the judicial Bte, or interfere with the proper performance of
org_a_nlzatlon sfunds but may not pgr'sonalp_a_rt_lupate in the judicial duties. Such participation is alsabject to the general prohibition in SCR
solicitationof funds or other fund-raising activities, except that 8.03against activities involving impropriety or the appearance of impropriety and
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the prohibition in SCR 60.03 (2) against the misuse of the prestige of judiita.of ably be perceived as intended to influetice judge in the perfer
In addition, a judge mushaintain high standards of conduct in all of the jusigetiv manceof judicial duties
ities, as set forth in SCR 60.0Zee Comment to SCR 60.05 (2) regarding usthef ] . AN o
phrase‘subject to the requirements of this chagter 3. Ordinary social hospitality
If engaged in a financial or business activity at the time this chapter bempties B :
cable to the judge, a judge may continue to do sarfesonable period not to exceed 4. A g_lft from a r(_elatlve. ) )
oneyear ) ) _ 5. A gift from a friend for a special occasion, such as awed
(b) A judge maysubiject to the requirements of this chapteding, anniversary or birthdayf the gift is fairly commensurate
hold and manage investments of flaege and members of thewith the occasion and the relationship.
judge’sfamily, including real estate, and engage in other remunerComment: A gift to a judge, or to a member of the judgémily living in the
ative activity, judge’shousehold, that is excessivevalue raises questions about the jusig@par
[ ) . tiality andtheintegrity of the judicial dfce and might require recusal or disqualifica
Comment: Subject to the requirements of telsaptera judge may hold and man tjon of the judge where recusal or disqualification would not otherwisedpgred.
ageinvestments owned soleby the judge, investments owned solely by a membegee however par (e) 5.
or members othe judges family, and investments owned jointly by the judge and™

membersof the judges family: 6. Anything of value if the activity or occasion for which it
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (4) (b) does not apply to a judge serving oi$ given is unrelatetb the judges use of the statetime, facilities,
part-timebasis. servicesor supplies not generally available to all citizens of this

(c) 1. Except as providdd par 2., a judge may serve as arstateand the judge can shawy clear and convincing evidence
officer, director managergeneral partneadvisor or employeef  thatit was unrelated to and did not arise from the jusigelding
abusiness entity if that service does not conflict with the judgedr having held a public fite.

judicial duties, create the appearance of impropr@tptherwise 7. A gift, favor or loan from aelative or close personal friend

violate any provision of this chapter whoseappearance dnterest in a case would in any event require
2. Ajudge may not serve as aficér, director managergen  recusalunder SCR 60.04 (4).

eral partney advisor or employee of any business entifgcéd 8. A loan from a lending institution in its regular course of

with a public interest, including a financial institution, insurancBusineson the same terms generally availablpecsons who are
company and public utility and may not participate in or permitnot judges.
the judges name to be used in connection with any business ven g A scholarship or fellowship awarded on the same terms and
ture or commercial advertising that indicates the jusigigfe or  pocadon the same criteria applied to other applicants
affiliation with the judiciary or otherwise lends the power or pres 10. Any other gift, favor or loan, only if the donor is not a
tige of office to promote a business or commercial venture. partydr otherperson who has come or is likely to come or whose
Comment: A judge may participate infausiness not ffcted with a public interest ! . .
if that participation doesot conflict with the judge judicial duties, create the interestshave come or are likely to come before the judge.
appearancef impropriety or violate any other provision of this Code. For example, Comment: Unless authorized by other provisions of sub. (4) (e), sub. (4) (e) 10
ajudge may be prohibited from participation if the business entity frequently appeprshibitsjudges from accepting giftgavors or loans from lawyers or their firms if
beforea court in the jurisdiction in which the judge serves or the participation requiriey have comer are likely to come before the judge; it also prohibits gifts, favors
significanttime away from judicial duties. Similarlg judge must avoid participa or loans from clients of lawyers their firms when the clients’ interests have come
tion if the judges participation would involve misuse of the prestige &tef or are likely to come before the judg8ee sec. 19.43t seq., Stats.
Atf tprovl;degi in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (4) (c) does not apply to a judge serving on a(5) FpuclARY ACTIVITIES. (@) A judge may not serve as execu
par d'meAa.S'sd hall he iudaei d other 1O @dministrator or other personal representative, trustee -guard
_ (d) A judgeshall manage the judgeinvestments and otherjan attormey-in—fact oother fiduciaryexcept for the estate, trust
financialinterests so as to minimize the number of cases in whig person of. member of the judgefamily, and then only if such

thejudges recusabr disqualification is required. As soon as thgeryicewill not interfere with the proper performance of his or her
judge can do so without serious financial detriment, jlhrdage judicial duties.

shall divest himself or herself of investments and offre&ncial (b) A judge may not serve as a fiducianjtis likely that the

interests that might require frequent disqualification. : o g ; 1
Comment: As provided in SCR 60.07 (Zub. (4) (d) does not apply to ajudgejl'ldge a_s a fIdUCIary will be .engaged moceEdmgs that would
serving on a part—time basis. ordlnarlly come b_efore the judge orﬂf_le estate, trust or War_d
(e) A judgemay not accept, and shallger members of the becomesnvolved inadversary proceedings in the court on which

judge’sfamily residing in the judge’household not to accept, athejudge serves or one under its appellate jurisdiction.

gift, favor or loan from anyone except for the following: ) (c) The same restrictions on fina_ncial acti\_/ities t_hat_apply to
~ Comment: Sub. (4) (e) does not apply to contributions to a jusigampaign for @ judge personally also apply to the judge while acting in a fidu
judicial office. Ciary Capacity

Becausea qift, favor or loan to a member of the judg&mily residing in the . .
judge'shousehold mighbe viewed as intended to influence the judge, a judge must (d) A lUdg_e shall cc_)mply with paf@)_and (b) as soon as fea
inform those family members of the relevant ethical constraints upon the judge in ®8nablypossible and, in any event, within one year of the applica
regardand discourage those family members from violating them. A judge canan,"ty of this chapter to the judge
however,reasonably be expectedkoow or control all of the financial or business )

activities of all family members residing in the jucgbbusehold. Comment: A judge who is a fiduciary at théme this chapter becomedesitive

. ; : ; r_the estate or person of one who is not a member of theguedgely maycontinue
Aitprovl;deq in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (4) () does not apply to a judge serving Ogg%ct as such if the demands on his or her ginaithe possibility of a conflict of inter
part=time a5|§. . . X . estare not substantial and for the period of time necessawyoid serious adverse

1. A gift incident to a public testimonial, books, tapes ancbnsequences to the beneficiary of the fiduciary relationship but in no event longer

otherresource materials supplied by publish@msa complimen  than one year
B . P . Therestrictions imposed by SC80.05 may conflict with the judgebbligation
tary basis for dicial use, or an invitation to the judge and thga fiduciary For examplea judge should resign as trustee if detriment to the trust

judge’sspouse or guest to attentla—related function or an activ would result from divestiture of holdings the retention of which would place the judge

ity devotedo the improvement of the lathe legal system or the " ;\gsoﬁrté?/?dggslzbség é%)b7 (2), sub. (5) does not apply to a judge serving on a part—
a(i:mlnlstragomf justlcie. o | ed fanction | ; btime basis. ‘ T

omment: Acceptance of an invitation to a law-related function is governed by ;

sub. (4) (e) 1; acceptance of an invitation paid for by an individual lawyer or group (6) SERVK?E AS ARE"TRATOR OR MEDlATC_)R' A JUdge_ma_y_ not

of lawyers is governed by sub. (4) (e) 8. actas an arbitrator or mediator or otherwise perform judicial-func

A judge may accept a public testimonial or a gift incident thereto only if the dorgionsin a private capacity unless expressly authorized by law
organizatioris not an gganization whose members comprise or frequently represent comment: Paragraph (6) does nptohibit a judge from participating in arbitra
the same sidén litigation, and the testimonial and gift are otherwise in compliancgon, mediation or settlement conference performed as part of judicial duties.
with other prpwsmns of this chapteﬁ.ee. SC_R 60.05 (1) (3) and.60.03 @. . As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (6) does not apply to a judge serving on a part-
2. Agift, award or benefit incident to the business, professiame basis.

or other separate activity of a spouse or other family member of (7) PracTicEOF LAw. A judge may not practice laviNotwith-
ajudge residing in thgidges household, including gifts, awardsstandingthis prohibition, a judge may aato se and maywithout
andbenefits for the use of both thpouse or other family membercompensationgive legal advice to and draft or review documents
andthe judge, provided the gift, award or benefit could not reasdor a member of the judgefamily and represent without cem
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pensatiorthe estate of a person with whom the judge maintain®fgoublic trust, except a judicial fife, during the term for which elected.” See

closefamilial relationship so longs the estate remains uneon)G9net v Milwaukee County Election Comn, 2003 W1 103263 Ws. 2d 709666

teggidrﬁent'This prohibition refers to the practice of law in a representative €ap (2) PRRTY MEMBERSHIPAND ACTIVITIES. (a) Individuals who
ity and not in @ro se capacity A judge may actor himself or herself in all legal *Seekelection or appointment to the judiciary may have aligned

matters,including matters involving litigation anshatters involving appearances themselvesvith a particular political party and may haamegaged

beforeor other dealings with legislative and other governmental bodies. Howevgg partisan political activities. &tconsin adheres to the concept

in so doing, a judge must not abuse the prestigefiocbdb advance the interests of . AR o . .

thejudge or judge family. See SCR 60.03 (2). of a nonpartisan judiciaryA candidate for judicial éte shallnot
The chapter allows a judge to give legal advice to and draft legal documents &ppeal to partisanship and shall avoid partisan activity in the spirit

membersof the judges family, so long as the judge receives no compensation. §f g nonpartisan judiciary

judgemust not, howeveanct as an advocate for a member of the judigenily in a i i o .

legal matter (b) No judge or candidate for judicialfise or judge—-elect
Therestraint against a judge giving advice to parties in matters before the jqq‘g@y do any of the foIIowing:

doesnot prohibit a judge from advising such parties to obtain lawyers or medical

treatmentand from advising such parties on similar matters unretatéte merits 1. Be a member of any political party

of the matter before the judge. 2. Participate in the firs, caucuses, promotions, platforms
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (7) d t apply to a jud i . : , LALLLSES, 1903, '

ime basie " (2). sub. (7) does not apply to a judge serving on a P€hdorsements;onventions, or activities of a politicaarty or of
(8) COMPENSATION, REIMBURSEMENT AND REPORTING. (a) & candidate for partisanfafe. o

Compensation and Reimbursement. A judge may receive com 3. Make or solicit financial or other contributions in support

pensation and reimbursement of expenseshiextra—judicial of a political partys causes or candidates.

activitiespermittedby this chapter if the source of such payments 4. Publicly endorse or speak on behalf of its candidates or
doesnot give the appearance of influencing the jusigerfor  platforms.

manceof judicial duties or otherwise give the appearance of ¢y A partisan political dice holder who is seeking election
impropriety. or appointment to judicial fite or whois a judge—elect may cen

1. Compensation may not exceed a reasonable amount fieie to engage in partisan political activitiegjuired by his or her
may the compensatioexceed what a person who is not a judggresentposition.

would receive for the same activity (d) 1. Paragraph (b) does not prohibjtidge, candidate for

2. Expense reimbursemesttall be limited to the actual costjudicial office or judge—elect from attending, as a member of the
of travel,food and lodging reasonably incurred by the judge anglublic, a public event sponsored by a political partgamdidate
whereappropriate to the occasion, by the judggiouse or guest. for partisan dice, or by the campaign committee for such a candi
Any payment in excess of that amount is compensation. date.

() Financial reports. Except as provided in SCR 60.07, a 2. If attendance at agvent described in subd. 1. requires the

judgeshall file with the ethics board a timely financial report agurchaseof a ticket or otherwise requires the payment of mpney

rgquwedby septhrﬂ9.430f the statutes. The report shall also béhe amount paid by the judge, candidate for judicidicef or

filed by commissioners of the supreme courtf stabrneys othe  judge—elecshall not exceed an amount necessary to defray the

courtof appeals, and the director of state courts. sponsor’scost of the event reasonably allocable to the jusige’
Comment: The chapter does n@rohibit a judge from accepting honoraria or andidate’spr judge—elect attendance

speakingees provided thahe compensation is reasonable and commensurate wfﬁn ! N . . ! .

thetask performed. A judge should ensure, howetat no conflicts are created by~ (€) Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to prohibit a

thearrangement. A judge must not appear to tradd@judicial position for per i — i iudici i
sonaladvantage. Nor should a judgigend significant time away from court dutiesJUdge’jUdge elect, or candidater IUdICIal ofice, whether stand

to meet speaking or writing commitments for compensation. in addition, the soutd for election or seeking an appointment, from appearing at par
of the payment must not raise any question of undue influence or thesjaigigy  tisanpolitical gatherings to promote his or her own candidacy
or willingness to be impartial. ) ) . Comment: The rule prohibits political partnembership and activities by judges,
See SCR 60.05 (4) (e) and sec. 19.56, Stats., regarding reporting of gifts and lo@gsincumbentandidates for judicial &ite, and judges—elect. When one becomes
As provided in SCR 60.07 (2), sub. (8) does not apply to a judge serving on a partandidate for judicial dite is determined by the terms of SCR 60.01 (2) which
time basis. Sub. (8) does not apply to a supplemental court commissioner authorilegthes’candidate” as "a person seeking selection for or retentiarjuaficial ofice
underSCR 75.02 (3) who has performed fewer than 40 hours of circuit court comntiy means of election or appointmemho makes a public announcement of candi
sionerduties in the preceding calendar year dacy,declares or files as a candidate with the election or appointment aytbority
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8V2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W.  authorizessolicitation or acceptance of contributions.” The rule prohibits judicial
2d xvii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order N@0-12 2001 WI 34, 242 \i¥. 2d xiii, Sup. Ct. ~candidatesnd judges—elect as well as judges from making or soliciting contributions
OrderNo.01-12A 2002 WI 8, 249 \i¢. 2d xiii. to the party or its candidates and from publicly endorsing or speaking on behalf of
partisancandidates or platforms. Although the rule contemplates the continuance of
. o . . nonpartisanshipn the part of Wéconsin judges and those seeking judiciéitef
SCR 60.06 A judge or judicial candidate shall refrain judk;gjlgsaf;_e nr?tlgxpec_teg to lead Iivesdof sbel_clusion. As ment:bers pfitiie ar:jdbas .

i i it i public officeholders, judgemay attend public events, even those sponsored by polit
from .|nappropr|a.te p0_|lt! C"’." .aCt.IVIty T ) ical parties or candidates, so long as the attendance does not constitute thpa#nd of
_Note: Because the Wconsin judiciary ilective and nonpartisan, rules govern tsanactivity prohibited by this rule. The judge, judicial candidate or judge—elect is
ing a judges political anccampaign activity that may be appropriate in other jurisdiciesponsibldor so conducting herself or himself that her or his presence at the spon
tions may not be responsive to the political and campaign reaiiitiélsis state.  soredevent is nomade to appear as an endorsement or other prohibited political acti
Accordingly, in order that due consideration be given to the preparation and pigy, " The judge, judicial candidate, or judge—elect shaigd exercise care that the

mulgationof such rules, the Supreme Court will appoisbemittee composed of - e of his or her ticket to anguch event does not include a prohibited politicat con
judges lawyers, and public members to consult personseatities experienced in tr#'tbution.

the matter of judicial ethics as it pertains to political and campaign activity and draf .
for the courts consideration a comprehensive set of ethical rolésgs area. After (3) CAMPAIGN CONDUCTAND RHETORIC. (&) In general. While

the committee files its recommendations with the court, the court will iseitement  holding the ofice of judge or while a candidate for judiciafioé

andhold a public hearing on the proposal. f _ : - P P
Pendingsubmission of that committeereport, the public hearing and twurt's or a judge-elect, every judge, candidate for judicidicef or

actionin the matterthe court promulgates the following provisions from the Supremitldge—electshould maintain, in campaign conduct, the dignity
CourtRules — 1994. appropriateto judicial office and the integrity and independence
(1g) TerminoLoGY. In this section, “judge” has the meaningof the judiciary A judge, candidate for judicial fide, or judge—
givenin SCR 60.01(8), except that in subs. (1r), (2), and (4)electshould notmanifest bias or prejudice inappropriate to the
“judge” does not include a court commissioner or a municipaldicial office. Every judge, candidate for judicialfigk, or
judgewho did not devote 40 or more hours to the performancejatige—elecshould always bear in mind the need for scrupulous

his or her oficial duties in the preceding calendar year adherencéo the rules of fair play while engaged in a campaign for
(1m) CanDIDATE FOROFFICE. A judge shall not become a ean judicial office.
didate for &ederal state or local nonjudicial electivefiok with- Comment: This subsectioiis new It states a rule generally applicable to judges,

candidatesor judicial ofice, and judges—elect.

out first resigning his or her judgeship. A judgeligibility to

servemay be governed by other rules or constitutional provision 'd(bt) f ro_mclise'_s ?”%.Comwtﬁne”is Akjudge, jud%e—eletcg, or car:h
Comment: Article VI, section 10 (1) ofhe Wisconsin Constitution provides, "No Idateror judicial ofice shall not make or permit or authorize-o

justiceof the supreme court or judge of any court of record shall hold any oticer of €rSto make on his or her behalf, with respect to casegrover
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sies,or issues that are likely to come before the court, pledgessitiveto the existence of pending litigation, the proximity of judicial elections, and
promisesor commitments that are inconsistent with the imparti&l€, “ording of campaign solicitations to avoid the appearance of prorisessure.
ST . . A judge should avoid having his or her name listed on anstherdraisingsolici
performanceof the adjudicative duties of thefiok. tation even when the listing is accompanied with a disclaimer that the namoe is
Comment: This section prohibits a candidate for judicidlas from making state  listed for fundraising purposes.

mentsthat commit the candidate regarding cases, controversissues likely to Acknowledgemenby a judge or candidate for judiciafiog of a contribution in
comebefore the court. A judge or candidate for judiciéitefmay not, while a pro 3 courtesy thank you ietter is not prohibited.

ceedingis pending oimpending in the court to which selection is sought, make any .
public comment that may reasonably be viewed as committing the judge, judge—eiect(5) SOLICITATION AND ACCEPTANCEOF ENDORSEMENTS. A judge

or candidate tgla p?riicular tctahse Omﬁ‘-}?teéu {\sta coﬁad:?ﬁdildate shmgld egwi%ha or candidate for judicial éite may solicit or accept endorsements
sizein any public statement the candidatéuty to uphold the law regardles: ; ; ; ;

or her personal views. This section does not prohibit a candidate from mak pportlng his or her elgctlon Or. appomtment pefso.”"?‘”y or
pledgesor promises respecting improvements in court administration. Nor does thf ough his or her committee. A judge, candidate jiadicial

Sectiontprohibit anlincghmben§ judge ffomf mgkingl grit\/ate STtﬁ_teanmerJutligest office, or his or hecommittee is not prohibited from soliciting and
or court personnel in the performance of judicial duties. This section applies to : :
statementnade in the process of securing judicidilcef such as statements to com %{E‘ceptlngendorsements from laWyers and others. A JUdge oer can

missionschaged with judicial selection. didatefor judicial ofice shall not knowingly personally solicit or

(c) Misrepresentations. A candidate for a judicial fi€e shall acceptendorsements from parties whave a case pending before
not knowingly or with reckless disregard for the statensemtith  the courtto which election or appointment is sought. Neverthe
or falsity misrepresent the identitgualifications, present pesi less,a judge or judicial candidate may personally solicit or accept
tion, or other fact concerning tliandidate or an opponent. A eanendorsementsrom the types of @anizations that ordinarily
didatefor judicial ofice should not knowingly make representamakerecommendations for selection to tifice. In soliciting or
tions that, although trueare misleading, or knowingly make acceptingan endorsemenrs, judge or candidate for judicialfice
statementshat are likely taconfuse the public with respect to theshouldbe mindful of the requirements of SCR 60.03 and 60.04
proper role of judges and lawyers in the American adversaty sg4).

tem. Comment: This subsection is newn light of the restrictions on campaign rhetoric
Comment: This subsection is newThe first paragrapls based on the August under SCR 60.06 (3)the receiving of endorsements is an important method of
2003amendments to the ABA model code of conduct. informing the electorate of broad-based and presumably informed support fer a par

Thesecond paragraph is aspirational. Thus, "should” is used rather than "shdigular candidacy As with the solicitation and acceptance of campaign contributions,
The remaining standards are mandatory and prohibit candidates from knowing| %meg solicitation and acceptance of endorsements from cditigahts are pro
with reckless disregard for the truth makirsgious specific types of misrepresenta Nibited. Candidates for judicial ffe may solicit and accept endorsements from enti
tions. Candidates are not responsible for misrepresentations or misleading st@s that regularly endorse candidates, such as newspapers and gaaulzations.
mentsmade by third parties not subject to the control ottiredidate, e.g., through Neitherculling nor cross-checking of names on mailists or dockets is required.
independenexpenditures by interest groups. History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202iav2d xvii (1997), modified 210 W.

(4) SOLICITATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBU- 2d xvii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order N@0-07 2004 WI 134, 274 \i§¥. 2d xvii; Sup. Ct.

rios. A judge, candidate for judicial e, or judge-elecshall RN ST T SO SR g fudciandidates
not personally solicit or accept campaign contributions. A eandjom expressing their viewsn disputed legal and political issues violates the 1st

date may howevey establish a committee to solicit and acceptmendmentight of free speech. Republican Partpbfinesota vWhite,536 U.S.

lawful campaign contributionsThe committee is not prohibited 765 153 L. Ed. 2d 6942002).

from soliciting andaccepting lawful campaign contributions from . .

lawyers,other individuals, or entities even though the contributstCR 60.07 Applicability . (1) GeNERAL. Subject to sub. (2),

may be involved in a proceeding in which fjuelge, candidate for all judgesshall comply with this chapteiCandidates for judicial

judicial office, or judge—elect is likely to participatd judge, can  ©ffice and judges—elect shall comply with SCR 60.06.

didatefor judicial ofice, or judge—elect may serve on t@mmit (2) RRT-TIME JUDICIAL SERVICE. A judge who servesn a part—

tee but should avoiddirect involvement with the committee’ time basis, including a reserve judge, a part-time municipal judge,

fundraising efforts. A judge, candidate for judicial fai€e, or or a part—-time court commissionés not requiredo comply with

judge—-electmay appear at hisr her own fundraising events.thefollowing: SCR 60.05 (3) (a), (b) and (c) 1. b., 2aad c., (4)

Whenthe committee solicits aiccepts a contribution, a judge,(a) 1. b., (b), (c), (d) and (e), (5), (6), (7) and (8). All circuit court

candidatefor judicial office, or judge—elect should be mindful ofcommissioners appointed under SCR 75.02 (1) and thagse

therequirements of SCR 60.03 and 60.04(4); provided, howevarentalcourtcommissioners authorized under SCR 75.02 (3) who

that the receipt of a lawful campaign contribution shall not, byaveperformed 4thours or more of circuit court commissioner

itself, warrant judicial recusal. dutiesduring the preceding calendar year shall comply SR
Comment, July 2010: Under longstanding Wfconsin lawa judicial candidate 60.05(8).

may not personally solicit or accept campaign contributions. Howavedicial Comment: Candidates for judicial &i€e andjudges—-elect are subject to the

candidatenay form and rely upon a campaign committee to solicit and accept cq(%
n

At o h Al - i tof SCR 60.06.
tributionsfor the judicial campaign. Lawyers, other individuals, and entities are ngtdu!"émen ! N o )
excludedirom this process merely because committee members or contributors mayiStory: Sup. Ct. Order No. 95-05, 202i8v2d xvii (1997), modified 210 !
P Y %t/-)l(vii (1998); Sup. Ct. Order NGO-12 2001 WI 34, 242 \i. 2d xiii; Sup.Ct.

beinvolved in proceedings in which the judge is likely to participate. 2 ) *
The solicitation of contributions from participants in judicial proceedings i§rderNo.00-07 2004 WI 134, 274 W§. 2dxvii; Sup. Ct. Order No06-1Q 2006
alwaysa matter requiring close, careful attention. Campeanmittees should be WI 130, 292 \is. 2d xiii.
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